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CHAPTER ATR FOUR TH: 
On Popv LARIT Tr. | 


N honeſt Mind, when once engaged, and 

| A ſoftened, by the Harmony of that Syren Po- 
. pularity, ſubmits implicitly to the Chains 

of the Inchantreſs. In vain are the Calls of Inte- 
reſt, the. Intreaties of Friends and Relations; in 
vain are pointed out the latent Rocks and Shelves, 
the Caprice and Inconſtancy of a Multitude, Bur 
eloquent and artful Men who manage the giddy 
and unthinking Populace, to ſerve their own Pur- 
poſes, find no ſuch irreſiſtible Charms in the uni- 
verſal 4 of a grateful People. Old in Ar- 
tifice Intrigue, practiſed in every Article of 
Fraud and Deceit, they lay them down as they took - 
them up, and conſider them merely as Inſtruments 
that have no Merit in the Service. Between theſe 
two there is a ſort of middle Character; a Species 
of Men, who having occaſionly taken up the Quar- 


% 


| : (-6) 
+rels of the People, to revenge their own, have at 
laſt ſhewn ſome little Remorſe at the Loſs of the Re. 
. putation and Eſteem which they had gained while 
they coatinued 2mong them ; and have been heard 
to give a ſhort Sigh after departing Popularity ; 
tho? they had obtained the Summit of their Deſires 
by ſacrificing it. So dangerous 1s it for corrupt 
Men to put on the Habit of Virtue, as a Cover for 
Vice, tho? for ever ſo ſhort a Time. The holy 
Garb awakens ſome ſleeping Stings of Conſcience, 
1 long ſtunned by a continued Submiſſion to the 
; worſt of Crimes. Of this laſt Claſs of Men was 
| DEMmoSTHENES, as we may obſerve from the fol- 
lowing Particulars of his Hiſtory, recounted to us 
in the Fragment of Lys1as. 
PsELLIST Es lately intruſted with the Particulars 
of the ſecond League, could not contain his Joy on 
an Occaſion which took away all Doubt in reſpect 
of his Succeſſion to Nic iAs, as Preſident of the 
PkYTANEUM. Tho injoined to Secrecy by Dx- 
METRIUS PHALEREUS in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
until the Sittings of the PxITANiTEs ſhould be al- P 
moſt concluded; he could not refrain from com- 
municating his Tranſports to all his Friends with- 
out Reſerve ; he alſo intimated what was to happen tt 
to ſome ot his former Opponents, whom he hoped 
to gain by this Confidence, in the Poſture Affairs 
then were. By theſe means the whole Matter was 8 
ſoon univerſally public. The melancholy PRN Tus 
diſappointed in his Views, and deſerted by his 
Friends, found no Comforters in his preſent mi- 
ſerable Situation, bit thoſe conſtant Attendants on 
| | injured Men of Honour, Anger and Revenge ; 
which in him were not of long duration and never 
produced any remarkable Conſequences. 
| This Circumſtance, ariſing from the Levity of 
* PszLL1S1z6, in the Opinion of ſome, gave * 
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ſion however, to many others to think that the Se. 
cret was * thus ſuddenly by Deſign, in or- 


der more effectually to deſtroy the Popularity of 
DemosTHENEs, Nic fAs and AsT1vs, and to re- 
concile DRM ADEs and his Family to the People; 


who would be endeared to them now, or at leaſt be 


indured by them, becauſe they knew of none elſe 
to prefer to them ; their former Patrons having 
forkited all Title to their Eſteem. Demanes had 
been their open profeſſed Enemy, and in that par- 
. ticular had never deceived them; their old Patrons 
lad been their profeſſed Friends, and had moſt im- 
udently ' betrayed them. There is no way in the 


orld ſo effectual for a bad Man to take, in or- 


der to have himſelf well received by thoſe who have 


entertained ill Impreſſions of him, as to bring his 


Rivals in Reputation down to the Level of his own . 


Corruption. 

What added to confirm the Opinion of Deſign 
in Divulging the Secret, was, that DEMETRIUS 
PraLEREvs ſent to D MOSTHENES, almoſt as ſoon 
as this Matter was made public, to acquaint him 
that he was T. to the Office of Preſident of 
the Court of the 
of twenty Talents. This was an Office of very 
great Dignity, and had been long enjoyed by Ni- 
ci as with half that Revenue; but the Augmenta- 
tion was thought a neceſſary Recompence for the 
Diſappointment DEM os THEN RS had met with in 
not 1 to the r of the PRITA- 
NEUM, and alſo as a Reward for betraying his 
good friend PENTHEUS. He had alſo the Nomi- 
nation to ſeveral Offices of great Dignity and Pro- 


fit given to him for his Relations, and at the ſame 


time a Meſſage was ſent by the Governor to Pe x- 
THEUS (in order that every body might be fatisfied, 
and PSSLLIs TES have as few Opponents as. poſs 
kble) 
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„ | 
ſible) to aſſare him, that he ſhould be immediately 
inrolled among the Number of the EuraTarD x: 
and that a Dependent of his, on whoſe Account he 
was very ſollicitous, and who was of the ſame 


: Name, and had for a little time ſtudied the Laws 


| of ATTica, ſhould be made one of the Scriveners 


general to the Secretary of the Governor of Ar HExNS: 


a very honourable and lucrative Employment. 
DruosrhExESs tho' duped as to the Succeſſion 
to Niclas, as.Preſident of the PrxiTaNnEuM, yet 


was very well paid for ſubmitting to the new Ac- | 


commodation in favour of PSBLLIS TES. Beſides 
the private Share which he had in the Manage- 
ment of the public Money, he was now inveſted 
with one of the moſt honourable Employments in 
the Commonwealth, with a conſiderable Revenue 


_ annexed to it; and from the Nature of this Office, | 


he was admitted of courſe to the Councils and Con- 
fidence of the Governor; a Dignity to which none 
of his Family before could ever have entertained 
the leaſt Hopes of aſpiring to. Moreover this Ele- 
vation did not at all preclude him from the Succeſ- 
ſion to the Preſidentſhip of the PRITANE UM, if a 
Vacancy ſhould happen, or Affairs take any new 
Turn, which was a Matter he ſeemed to have al- 
_ uppermoſt in his Thoughts and neareſt to his 
eart. 1 

The People in all free Governments, from the 
Share they have in the Adminiſtration, are better 
informed than in any other: the People of Arnens, 
at this Conjuncture, (tho* inſnared by deceit, and 
inflamed by their Paſſions, they had ſubmitted their 
Vnderſtandings to obey the Dictates of their pre- 
tended Patrons, ) were yet at the Bottom brave and 
honeſt, and faithful to the Meaſures they had eſ- 
pouſed. They now conceived the utmoſt Averſion 
againſt the Men who had betrayed thoſe Meaſures 


and 
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leaſt Compaſſion. What * 


(9) 
and their Intereſts, in order to obtain a Share in the 
Emoluments of Power, which that Treachery was 
to purchaſe. They now, for the firſt Time, per- 
ceived, that the Men who led them into the Con- 


" teſt with the former Governor for their Liberties, 


and who had undertaken to manage their Cauſe for 
them, untill their Grievances were redreſſed and 
their Liberties reſtored, were aCtually engaged with 
the new Governor to oppoſe them 1n thoſe Articles ; 
whoſe Intereſt it was to buy off the Protectors of 
the People at any Price. It is impoſſible, ſays 
LysStas, to conceive the ſtupid Amazement that 


| 8 in the Countenance of every Citizen, at 
e P 


ublication of the new Accommodation in favour 

of PsELLIisTES, and of the great Employments, 
Revenues and Honors that were given away in 
Confequence of it : And above all, at the Treachery 
of their favourite DEMos THENEs. . At firſt they 
drooped and moaned, in Silence, as Perſons who 
gays way to the moſt melancholy deſpair ; then 
ey brake out into loud Complaints and Revilings, 
bs; at laſt into Clamour, inſults, and Violence. 
The venerable Nici as was moſt contemptuouſly 
treated, as he paſſed thro? the public Streets. Hig 
Effigies was carried in a Cart to the Place of com- 
mon Execution for the vileſt Offenders, with Labels 
fixed on his Breaſt, expreſſing his Crimes againſt his 
Country, DeMosTHENEs narrowly eſcaped a Party 
of the Mob who had beſet his Houſe. This Man, 
to-whom all the 48 9h uſed to riſe at his Entrance 
into / every public Place, as to the Guardian of the 
Liberties of his Country: He that was the moſt 
arrogant and haughty, had now the Mortification to 
ſee himſelf univerſally deſpiſed, wherever he went: 
and afforded the Spectacle of the molt abject and 
humble Figure, without being able to move the 
{ n eee 

es and 


— 
R 


— 


1 
and imbittered all his domeſtic Happineſs, was the 
implacable Averſion his Wife had conceived againſt 
him on Account of the Meanneſs of his preſent 
Behaviour. She was of the Family of PenTaevs, 
and was conſidered as a great Match for DE Mos- 
THENES, both in reſpect of her Family and Fortune. 
Hiſtory has not preſerved this Lady's Name, but it 
appears that ſhe was a Woman of great Spirit and 
Virtue. DemosTHENEsS had never acquainted her 
with any of the political Schemes he had lately en- 
tered into, in reſpect to which, as we obſerved be- 
fore, he was ſworn to Secrecy. When (ſhe heard of 
his Dealings with the Governor, and the Price he 
had engaged to take for giving up the Rights of the 
Citizens, and the Pretenſions of her Family. She not 
only laid aſide her Jewels and dreſſed herſelf in black, 
but ordered her Apartments to be hung with Cloth 
of that Colour. She muffled her Face and was at 
tended by none but Women who beat their Breaſts 
and howled the moſt lamentable Dirges. She tore 
her Hair, and in all Reſpects exhibited a Spectacle 
of the molt real and paſſionate Grief : As one who 
mourned for their deareſt Friend and Relation. She 
ſearched for DgMosTHENES, and having at laſt 
found him, ſhe, vented her Indignation after the 
following manner. You have done well, D- 
« MoSTHENES, to barter Honor for Power, and to 
& ſacrifice to Avarice every Fhing that was dear 
4 and valuable among Mortals. Was it for 
c this vile End that the People of ArnE NHS wor- 
ſhipped you as a God, and ſubmitted to your 
Management every thing that was dear and va- 


« Jnable to them? Could you be fo ſordid as to 


think, that fo high a*Truſt was repoſed in your 
Hands for the worſt of Purpoſes, the filling of 
c your Coffers at the wer wr. of the Liberties of 
your Country? And what Madneſs was this of 
5 ; { the you 
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c you who have more Riches already than your 
* Occaſions and Diſburſments require! had you 
been reduced to Neceſſity, rather than you ſhould 
** ſtoop to baſe and unworthy Practices, I, an ArhHE- 


© N1an Matron, of the Family of PENTHEUs, 


% would. have gloried in the moſt menial Offices to 


4 ſerve the Man who was diſtinguiſhed as the Fa- 


ther of his Country. I ſhould chearfully have 
© foregone every Expence in my Houſe and Per- 
« ſon my ſole Pleaſure would have been to ſee your 
Name inſcribed on the Pillars of ArHENS. Alas! 
you have not Poverty for an Excuſe ; few Citizens 
* are richer than you, Why then do you proſti- 
“ tute yourſelf ſo ſhamefully ? To what End be- 
6 tray your Friends and mine, ſtain your Honor, 


*% 


“ and ſtigmatize your Character with the moſt glar- 


ning Infamy ? You have no Children; you want 


no Eſtabliſhments for Sons, or Portions for 
„Daughters: I thank the Gods that you have 


t none on whom the Infamy of the Father muſt 


have deſcended together with the Inheritance: A 
« poo Recompence for ſuch a Purchaſe. It is 
<< better that I alone ſhould bear this Weight of 


© Woe. With me you received as a Dowry the 


« Affections of the moſt numerous Family in 
„ ATHENS, who followed you for Virtues they 


thought you had, and are now diſhonored and 


„ ruined by your Treachery. Have you not ſold 
them to DRMADESs, have you not raiſed bis Fa- 
« mily on the Ruin of mine? Shall the trifling 


„ PsELLISTEs fill the Seat worthy only of the 
. «& greatPENTHEvS, and that too with your Concur- 


„ rence ? Why this ſtrange Reverſe in your Beha- 


« viour, when your whole Life has been hitherto 


e employed in reſtraining the Arrogance and Power 

“of that deteſtable Family? While it is yet prac- 

e ticable, break through theſe horrid En Eagements, 
| n "fy 


was circum 
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« fly e'er it is too late; reſcue yourſelf from the 


“ Vengeance of an injured People; diſavom the in- 
famous Meaſures you have undertaken; reſtore 
« Peace to me and to my Family; ſo that I may 
not be aſhamed to own in ArHENs that I am the 
% Wife of DxuosruEN ES.“ 

The Rage with which this Lady expreſſed her 
Sentiments on this Occaſion, in whom DEMosTHE- 


xs at this Time conceived he ſaw her whole Family 


repreſented, for whom he had not obtained ſuch 
advantageoue Terms as for himſelf; and his Appre- 
henſions of the violent Proceedings of the People, 
for whom he had done nothing at all ; together with 
his Fears of Attempts from his opponents, during 
the Adminiſtration of Nic anos, to deſtroy him; 
agitated his Mind exceedingly. He had no Inten- 
tions to give up the Favours of the Government : 
He wanted only to prevent his being run down at 
once in the Opinion of the People. 


In this Situation he fought the Advice of his 


Friend AsT1vs, (without whoſe Concurrence he 
had ſcarce taken one Step ſince the Commencement 
of the Diſturbances in the Time of Nic axoR, and 


had indeed generally ated by his Advice) on his 


Skill in Expedients he much depended. He too 

— much aſter the ſame manner, in 
reſpect to the Favours of the Governor, and the 
Hatred of the People, on the new Diſcovery that 
was made in the Political Syſtem at AT HENS : To 


which they imagined that DEMOSTHENES and 


AsT1us had as much contributed as Nicias. It 
is natural for the People who find themſelves be- 


trayed by their pretended Patrons in one Inſtance, 
to ſuſpect them in every other | yr Facts 


ſpeak for themſelves; the Impreſſion they make, is 
not to be eaſily worn out by the moſt ſoothing 


Eloquence or the moſt artful Inſinuations. The 


People 
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paw had been inſtructed that if Drapes 
his Family ſhould ever get into Power, 
prom were for ever after ruined and undone. Their 
Inſtructors had been DzgMosTHENEsS, Nicias, and 
As rius: whom theyſimplicitly obeyed in every Mea- 
ſure which they were told was neceſſary, to 0 
this Event. They now ſaw the Son of 
DES placed in the Seat of Niota 1.4 the Hands of 
Nictas : In which Meaſure both EMOSTHENES 
and As ius acquieſced. It could not be thought 
then that they judged wrong when they involved 


them all three equally in the Guilt of this Meaſure. 


As ius was as ſtrongly poſſeſſed as DEMosTHE= 
NEs could be with the Notion of enjoying the 
Fruits of his Oppoſition to Government. His 
Paſſions for Money and Power were not leſs violent 
than thoſe of that Orator. It is no Wonder that 


they both agreed in thoſe two Particulars; ſprung 


from low and ignoble Families, Money and Power 
muſt have been to them the only Objects worthy 


of their Induſtry, But the Heart of AsTivs was 
not from its natural Conſtitution ſo good or ſo 
tender as that of Duos rHENESͤ ; it was not ſoft- 


ened by any Senſations ariſing from the Love of 
Popularity when it quarrelled with his Advance- 
ment. And therefore now, like a practiced Gal- 
lant, he laughed at the Anger of a Miſtreſs whom 
he had forſaken, But when he found that Dx- 
MCSTHENES was terrified at the Anger of the Peo- 
e, and the Fury of his Wife, and was ſeriouſly 
— to find out ſome Courſe by which he might 
avoid the ill Conſequences of both; he propoſed 
an. Expedient to bim by which he might — the 
Favours of the Governor, and 75 the Peopl 
and his Wife : or at leaſt in dome l. ure, breath his 


Fall, as it were, in their good Opinion. AsTrus 
2 ſtanding — with the Governor 


depended 


they had engaged in; 


(14) 
depended in a great meaſure on his cloſe Connec- 
tion with his Collegues, andtherefore he reſolved not 
to ſeparate from Dx MOS TEHENEs in this Inſtance. 
And for this Reaſon, tho? according to his Faſhion 
of thinking he could not but ridicule the Appre- 
henſions of his Friend DzxMosTHENEs, who could 


one Moment balance about the Part he ought to 


act, or give himſelf any Trouble to ſave Appear- 
ances with the People, at the Inſtance of his fe 
or any of her Family : He propoſed to that Ora- 
tor, that he ſhould not only for ſome Time refuſe 
the Offer that was made him by the Governor, of 
the Preſidentſhip of the Opisr HoDOMus, but alſo 
deny in the moſt public Manner, that he had ever 
treated with him, or ever agreed to accept any of 
his Favours, except that of Precedence among 
the Orators, which was a Matter to be conſidered 


as a Right and not as a Favour. And AsTivs | 


likewiſe informed him that he had determined to 
diſavow the new Accommodation as a Meaſure highly 
detrimental to the Republic, to which he was 
an abſolute Stranger, and with which he was in- 
tirely diſſatisfied. And as Nici As had gone thro? 


the Part he was to act, and by being ranked among 
the EuraTRID&, was above the Malice or Re- 
venge of the People, They reſolved to accuſe him 


without Mercy, to throw the whole Blame of the 
Tranſaction vpon him, and to make the People 


-believe, that if they did not oppoſe the new Ac- 
commodation, it proceeded from the Debility of 


their Party, weakened by the Perfidy of N1ctas, 
and not from any Want of Inclination in them. 


But as wry $a afraid to truſt the Governor with 
their real 
DEMApzs, they. reſolved at the ſame Time, to 


eſigns, leſt he ſhould betray them to 


obſerve moſt re 1 of the League 
t ſo by not carrying the 
* 
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(15) 
Farce on farther than it was neceſſary to amuſe the 
People, they might retain the Affections of the 
Governor, and prevent his filling up the Place of 
Preſident of the Op1sTHopomMus, till it was ſafe 
for DEMOSTHENES to take it. 
DxzMosTHENES 8 this Plan, and hi 
approved of the Part he was to act in it, a Part 
adapted to the Genius of AsT1vs, but far below 
the Dignity of DRMosTRENES. He had no 
Doubt from what he had already ſeen of the Go- 
vernor, but that he was ſure of him at any Time, 
upon his own Terms. and he thought the preſent 
Expedient ſeaſonable and neceflary. : 
As rius was not without a Deſign in the Advice 
he gave DemosTHENES, which he did not commu- 
nicate to that Orator. He was in Truth an ex 
cellent Oeconomiſt in his Political Favors to his 
Friends, and ſeldom gave Advice that did not ſome 


w 
had conceived the ſtrongeſt Antipathy to Pruocyon 
for oppoſing an Enterprize he had deſigned during 
the Adminiſtration of Nic AN OR, which was to 
have his Son, then a very young Man, inveſted 
with an Office of the greateſt Weight in the Re- 
public. Phocvox oppoſed this merely from the 

experience of the young Man, and the Neceſſity 
there was of having that Office filled by one of 
more tried Abilities. Aſtius without making any 
Allowance for the Reaſonableneſs of the Objection, 


never forgave the Author of it. By repeated Dif- 
Chlinnny which 


obligations, and every reproachful 
he could invent, in which Species of Production, 
his Brain was uncommonly fruitful, he loaded with 
Injuries a Man, who was thought by every in- 
different Perſon, to have done —— more in this 
Matter, than what his Duty to the mg 
(C2197 exa 


ay or another ſubſerve his private Purpoſes. He 
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aa Dries, Nor 7 he ſatisſied with miſre-· 
enting nocvox, in reſſ 
the — — blic Affairs He * 
him with s to ruin the Liberties. of 


ATHENS, and to inſlaveand impoveriſh that People, 
but he condeſcended to blacken his Character with 


the Imputation of every Vice that ever diſhonoured 


human Nature. As ius had now again taken up 
this Deſign on the Decline of Proc vox's Autho- 
rity, and 1 flattered himſelf that he could frighten 
the Governor into this Meaſure, by ſeeming to in- 
flame the People againſt the neu Accommodation, 
in Conjunction with Deg nosTHENEs. He knew 
the Governor would not abſolutely deſpair of him: 

He had already ſhewn him the Hay to cure any 
Serupies he ſhould entertain in reſpect. of Court- 
Meaſures. 

-DemosTHENzs had in the moſt public Manger, 
diſuvoꝛued an = cru nmoggf to take the Preſidentſhip 
of the Opiſtthodomus; and both He and Ag8T1vs 
affected a general Diſappr obatton of the Meaſures 
purſned by the 2 in reſpect to the Suc+ 
deſſion to Nicras; whom they publickly called a 
Traitor, and the Aſſaſſin of the Libariioe-of his 


Country. They carried the Faree ſo far, that 


= would neither ſpeak to, or look at Nicras, 


thont counterfeiting all the real Signs of Con- 


romge and Abhorrence, to the great Aſtonifhment 
t Preſident: who, tho* he was perfectly ac- 


inted with the Stratagems of As r ius, could 


a en his Deſigns on this Occaſion, os he ew 
DruosruENs act the vety ſame Part. 
DEmETRIUSPHALEREUS was exceedingly: alarm 
ed at this Defection, in two-of his Leaguers. He 
was inconſolable at this cruel Reverſe in his Poli- 
Tics. And yet he thought that he had done 
ne. wil 


3 FE ( 17 ) | | 
which could juſtify their Deſertion. Tho' they were 
not included in the ſecond e, he thought they 
had been effectually bound by the firſt ; and would 
never obſtruct his Views to oblige his Family after 
he had gratified theirs, He n to repent that 
he had ever granted them any Favours, and even 
queſtioned the political Principles which Pol IRR - 
chox had given him in Inſtruction at his ſetting out 
for ATHENs, and doubted of their Efficacy. It 
ſeems PoLYPERCHoON had very confidently ſaid to 
him at parting, * Go, my DEMeTRIvs, and rule 
c gyer the Hearts of the obedient ATEN1 ans, which 
„ ſhall no longer be agitated by Murmurs againſt 


'« Government. Goto ATHENS where all is venal - 


„ the Tr full of Money, and at your diſpo- 


« fal- Let others value themſelves on Parts and 


« Stratagem, on dividing weakening and terrify- 
« ing. Nice and Sues, in conferring - Favours 


& which coſt them nothing, ſevere on a Check to 


«ary part of their Authority, at the Expence of 
the whole. Slzves to Minions, implacable to 
« their Opponents. Do you, my DemeTrIvs, 
„ ſmile on all. With both Hands open, diſtribute 
“ liberally to the ATHENIANS out of their own Cof- 
„fert. . Nic anos plaid a Half-Game, do you play 
«the whole. He was parſimonious, be you pro- 
« firfe. He took from a few all that they had, 
« do you give to every body more than they could 
expect, The Leaders of the Commonalty will 
„ never fail to grant you conſtant Supplies, when 
% they find that you generouſly /bare with them 
te the Spoils of the Republic.” In Conſequence 
of theſe Inſtructious, DEMETRIUS PHALEREvVS 

nobly gave to every Perſon whom he was told it was 
neceſlary to engage, every thing that was aſked 
from him. At the ſame time he had been by no 
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Means inattentive to Men Occaſions and thoſe 
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of his Secretary. And at laſt the Treafury was 
drained , that great Fund of Contentiqn which had 
ſet the Leaders, of the Commonalty together by the 
Ears, and which had been one of the greateſt Sour- 
ces of the Calamities of. ATHgNs, and had intro- 
duced an untverſa! Corruption. - The Leaguers how- 
ever ſoon after, determined to fill it again by bor- 
Fowing Maney on the Credit of the Republic. 
In the mean time the People fufpended their 
Rage 1 815 DzmosTHENEs, and Asrius, Which 
now fell intirely on the unfortunate Nici as; whom 
they diſhonoured by every kind of Inſult their 
Frenzy could fuggeſt. Not but what they enter- 
rained ſhrewd, SRicions of the Part which Dr- 
MOSTHENES and AsTivs were now playing; yet 
hey would not ſtigmatize them with a Character 
which they diſavowed, and which could not be ab- 
ſolutely proved to be theirs ; which Matter a ſhoxt 
time would clear up. They had obſerved the late 
Tranſactions: How much time had pafſed,. no 
Advantage gained for 2 People, none of their 
Grievances fedreſſed. Many wholeſome Laws had 
been propofed which DS MOS THEN ES and ASFLUS 
as well as Ntcias had damped, or diverted, or 
openly oppoſed. The People had ſeen hſe ihrer 
Men lately inveſted with Kin Favour of overn- 
ment: But this was no more than what they had 
formerly enjoyed, till diſpoſſeſſed by Nic ANN: 
to which they ſeemed to have a legal Title. But 
the new Accomomodation of Niclas with the Gover- 
nor in favour of thoſe who were conſidered as Ene- 
mies to the People, and whom DgMosTHENEs. and 
his Followers had always oppoſed as ſuch, left, them 
no longer in doubt as to the Principles of the ae 
Party. They began now to diſtinguiſh between 


PaTriors and PARTY MEN; between thoſe, who. 


meaned well to their Country, and thoſe who took 
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up chat Pretence in order to aggrandize themſelves 
and their Friends in Iniquity. They did not even 
refrain from calling DzMosTaENEs and his Fol- 
lowers, an impious Faction, who had entered into 
a Confederacy againſt the Rights and Liberties of 
their Feliow-Citizens, _ 

Perhaps DzmosTyENEs would have fared bet- 
ter, and have obtained more from the Credulity of 
the People, but that AsTius joined him in his 


Poet Attempts on Popularity. Him they had 
rom long Experience known to be totally unprin- 
cipled bag corrupt in reſpect of Court Favours, 

o obtain which his whole Life had been expended 
in thoſe ſort of Offices, that of all others are moſt 
diſpleaſing to an ingenuous generous Mind to under. 
take, but which are exceedingly advantageous to 
thoſe who for want of more honourable Accom- 
pliſhments are obliged to take up with theſe. Such 
are the Arts of flattering and fawning on thoſe who 
are in Power, with every Servility which Intereſt can 
prompt, or Inſolence be gratified with, without 
having the leaſt Regard for them. To liſten, lye, 
ſwear, gain — — to betray them, be in- 
truſted with Secrets in order to ana them. Io 
involve a Perſon who ſtands in the Way of your 
Advancement; in a Quarrel with another whom he 
never offended, at the hazard of his Reputation or 
his Life. To enter into Confederacies and lead the 
Members of them to ſerve your Purpoſes, or re- 
concile yourſelf to their Enemies bo betraying them. 
To cringe or bully according to the Occaſions that 
happen, or the 'Tempers of the Men that are to be 
managed. To whiſper. Infinuations, er anony- 
mous Letters, publiſh Falſnoods and Libels, disjoin 
the deareſt Friends and Relations, if your own In- 
intereſt may poſſibly i it. And finally to ſum 


up 


— 
„ 


I 
up all in one Axiom; by all Ways and Means to to. 
tive ſo as to make every body contribute to ſerve you, 
without their having .the leaſt Inclination ſo to do. 

But to ſhew how well founded the Suſpicions of 
the People were, it is neceſſary to mention ſome 
Facts more at large in relation to the Conduct of 
DEMosTHENES at this Period. On a Propoſal of 
Cxrhlsopokvs for granting a diſcretionary Sum to 
the Governor on pretence of building and repairi 
Fortifications, he concurred moſt ſtrenuouſly with 
the Secretary. Likewife on another Propoſal of 


his for increaſing and paying the Number of fo- 


reign Mercenaries in the Garrifon, for keeping the 
ATHENIANS in ſubjection, DEMO8THENES gave his 
Suffrage fer that Meaſure. ' This Behaviour was 
conſidered in him as the Effects of Prudence, the 
People having been induced to believe by CRPHI- 
SoDoRUs that they were in Danger of an imme- 
diate Invaſionꝰ, which DeMosTHENEs never con- 
tradicted, tho he knew the contrary : For theſe 
Proceedings 'the People now began to find more 
obvious Reaſons. They alſo remembered how he 
had retired from the Aſſembly on Pretence of a 
ſudden Diſorder, When a Law was propoſed to fuf- 
fer the People to ſow Corn, which before they were 
obliged to import from Maceponta ; and they 
now aſcribed his Conduct on that Occaſion to the 
true Cauſe: Not to diſoblige the Governor or in- 
cenſe the People. And lately, when many conſi- 
derable Citizens had taken Offence at the immenſe 
Grants which the People had been induced under 
various Pretences, to give to DeEMETRIUs PHa- 
LEREUS ; and at the great Largeſſes and Favours, 
which he in return dad diſtributed among the 
Leaders of the People and their Followers; and 
had propoſed a Law to prevent: any Citizen from 
ger the Third genuine Chapter, Page 8. 
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| ally to be paid out of the Treaſury at Pleaſure. 


Car) 


accepting. any of theſe Largeſſes or Favours with- 
out the 


nſent of the People, otherwiſe that ſuch 
Citizen ſhould not heve a Seat or Suffrage in the 
PRITANEUM ; by which means none but Perſons 
who deſerved well of. the Public would be intitled 
to any Share of the Money of the Public; when 
this Law was propoſed, Dx MosTHENEs oppoſed it. 
DEeMETRIUs PHALEREUS Who conſidered Corrup+ 
tion as the Sinews of his Adminiſtration, had called 
upon every Friend he had for Aſſiſtance at this cri- 
tical Conjuncture, and principally on DgEMosTHE- 
Nes, and _ all, carried — I Point 
but by afewSuffrages ; ſo very low were the Leaguers 
— — the Eſt mation of the People, that none 
gave their Suffrages in the ſame way that they did, 
except thoſe who were actually paid for doing ſo, 
THERSITEs in his way, made a very extraordin 
Oration on this Occaſion, in which he ſpoke | 
pompouſly of the Munficence of DzMETRIUs PH a- 
LEREUs, and of his own Merit: avowed publicly 
that he had obtained ® a conſiderable Largeſs from 
him, and that he expected a greater; and faid that 
no one Circumſtance characteriſed an honeft and 
uſeful Citizen but that of a Donation to him out 
of the public Money by the Governor. Many of his 
Brethren in Iniquity applauded his Sentiments, and 
conſtantly endeavoured to laugh Morals and 
Decency out of the Aſſembly.  Unrver/al 
ſeemed to be publicly profeſſed in ArhExs, which 
had once been the eſtabliſhed Seat of Religion and 
Virtue. - Inſomuch that ſome of the graver Citi- 
zens forbad their Children and Servants from at- 


_ tending the Debates in the PRITARRUN, for fear 


of the Infection of bad Example. 
e He had lately obtained 4 Grant of eight Talent annus 


ATYENaUs., 


At 


| (22) 

At this Time too a Law had been propoſed for r 
ating the City according to the antient Ea. 
ihment. Of late Years the 0. EB, or the Ele- 
ven, who originally were choſea from the Tribes 
(one from of the ten Tribes, and a Regiſter) 
had uſurped the Power of chuſing for themſelves 
on a Vacancy in their Body; and inſtead of ſendi 
to the Tribe, whoſe Right it was to fill up the 
Vacancy, they elected a Member that was agreeable 
to themſelves, without Regard had to any other 
Conſideration. This Alteration in the ant ent 
Eſtabliſhment, ſeems to have been much counte- 
nanced by the Governor of ATayEens, who might 
very well manage Eleven, but would have found 
much Difficulty to ſtand fair with ten Thouſand. 
DzMETRIUs PHALtREvVs ſaw how deeply this 
Law. ſtruck at his Power among the Citizens, and 
had engaged Dr MosTHENES to oppoſe it. It ſeems 
Cxynsoporvs had gone another way to work 
and had bribed one of the principal Managers for 
the Citizens ; but this Dealing was diſcovered 
the Citizens, and they immediately diſavowed 
the Proceedings between their Agent and the Se- 
cretary. DEMosSTHRENEs was afraid to exert him: 
ſelf openly againſt this Law, the Meaſure was ſo 
obviouſly reaſonable ; but by faint Commenda-. 
tions, Doubts whether the Thing was practicable, 
or if it was, whether the Law would, as it was 
then worded, anſwer the Ends propoſed by it: 
- He contributed all he could to afford himſelf and 
his Followers a plauſible Pretence for damning it, 
without ſeeming to do ſo ; and at laſt, finding that 
the People were abſolutely reſolved to have this 
Regulation paſs into a Law, and that he could not 
with all his Art, defeat the Meaſure, he pretended to 


join with them in it; But he privately adviſe 

DME rRIUS PHALEREVs to take the Matter intite- 

ly = bimſelf, and to annull the Decree of the 
le 


| „or to mutilatr it in ſach a Manner, that it 
cou d nor anſwer the N propoſe d by ir: 


Upon this Principle, that the Decree of the Peo- 1 
ple, if executed, would throw the whole City of 9 
ATHENS into Confuſion, and give perpetual Diſ- 

turbances to the Ma ceponTan Government.“ By 
this Artifice he hoped to transfer the Odium of the 
Action from himſelf to DRMETRIUS PHALEREVS, 
but the People ſaw thro* his Deſign. To add to 
this, DemosTHENEs had lately harangued in Fa- 
your of one of his Followers, in order to have a 
large Sum of Money intruſted in his Hands, for 
erecting ſome public Work, tho' the Man, from 
deſperate Circumſtances, could never appear in 
public, except during the Sittings at the 1 
um, at which Time the PRI TANTITES were privi- 
leged from the Demands of their Creditors. Theſe 
extraordinary Tranſactions contributed to wean 
the People from the Prejudices they had for ſome 
Time entertained, in Favour of the Integrity of 
DxmosTHENEs, To add ſtill to his Misfortunes, 
his Friend Pol vERchHON began about this Time 


* But DEMOSTHENES gave this another Turn. The 
revailing Philoſophy at ATHENs at this Time, was the 
ERIPATETIC. e STOICs, who came neareſt to them 

in their Principles of any other Sect, were very conſidera- 
ble Rivals to them, for ſucceeding to the O of the 
City. DEMosTHENEs took Care to have it inſinuated, 
that this new Regulation was a SToiCcaL Project, in or- 
der to get all the Offices of the City into their own Hands; 
and by that Means endeavoured to irritate and excite the 
whole Sect of PERIPATETICS to oppoſe the Decree. 

| ATHANVEUS, 


to 
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to totter in his Power, Chimerical in his Pr 
and violent in the Execution of them, he had 
drawn upon himſelf the univerſal Hatred of MA. 


(49 : 


-CEDONIA. DEMOSTHENES. began to tremble ſor 


Himſelf; He faw plainly, that if he ſhould here- 
after incur, the Diſp 
he could never again have Recourſe to the People, 
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